












































ON THE DIFFICULTIES AND DISCOUR- 
AGEMENTS, WHICH ATTEND THE 
STUDY OF THE SCRIPTURES. 


(Continued from page 26.) 


There are, you know, two clergymen* of the ‘town, 
who have studied themselves into heresy, or at least 
into a suspicion of it; both of them, men of fair, un- 
blemished characters; onet has all his life been culti- 
vating piety, avd virtue, and good leaming. Rigidly 
constant himself in the public and private duties of re- 
ligion ; and always promoting in others virtue and such 
learning as he thought would conduce most to the hon- 
or of God, by manifesting the greatness and wisdom of 
his works. He has given the world sufficient proofs 
that he has not misspent his time, by very useful works 
of philosophy and mathematics ; he has applied one to 
the explication of the other, and endeavored by both 
to display the glory of the great Creator. And to his 
study of nature, he early joined the study of the scrip- 
tnres; and his attempts, whatever the success be, 
were at least well meant; and, considering the diffi- 
culty of the subjects he has engaged in, it must be al- 
lowed that in the main they are well aimed ; and, if 
he has not succeeded, no more have others who have 
meddled with the same subjects. Nor is he more to 
be blamed than they. To be blamed, didI say? I 
should have said, not dess to-be commended. 
it is a commendable design, toexplain scripture diffi- 
culties, and so remove the objections of profane men, 
by showing there is nothing in the sacred writings, but 
what is true and rational. 

But what does a life, thus spent, avail? To what 
purpose so many watchful nights, and weary days ?— 
So much piety and devotion? So much mortification 
and self-denial? Such a zeal to do good, and to be 
useful to the world? So many noble specimens of a 
great genius, and ofa fine imagination? It is ‘the poor 
man’s misfortune (for poor he is, and like to be, not 
having the least preferment) to have a warm head, and 
to be very zealous in what he thinks the cause of God. 
He thinks prudence the worldly wisdom condemned 
by Christ and his apostles, and that it is gross prevari- 
cation and hypocrisy to conceal the discoveries he con- 
ceives he has made. This heat of temper betrays him 
into some indiscreet expressions and hasty assertions ; 
designing to hurt nobody, he fancies nobody designs to 
hurt him ; and is simple enough to expect the same fa- 
vorable allowances will be made to him, that he sees 
made to those who write against him. As to his learn- 
ing, it is his misfortune that he is not skilled enough in 
the learned languages to be a great critic in them, and 
yet seems not to be sensible of his deficiency in this re- 
spect. And what advantage is taken of this, that he 
has not less heat and more criticism? His learning is 
treated in that manner, that you would think he did 
not know the first elements of Greek ; though, even in 
that, he is much superior to most of those who make so 
free with him ; and you every day hear his performan- 
ces run dewn as‘whimsies and chimeras, by men who 
never read: them, and, if they ‘did, could not under- 
standthem. Nor does this warmth of temper come of 
better; it is all over obstinacy, pride, avd heretical 





* Dr. Samuel Clarke and Professor Whiston. 
+ Whiston. 
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pravity ; a want of ineheity and due deference to i 
authority ; they, that speak most favorably, look upon 
him as crazed, and little better than a madman. ‘This 
is the poor man’s character; and, low-as he is, they 
cannot be content to leave him quiet in his poverty ; 
whereas, had he not been early possessed with a pts: | 
sionate love for the scripture, and philosophy ; had he 
not thought it his duty above all things to prémote the | 
glory of God, and been persuaded that could no way be 
so well done as by the study of his Word and works; it 
is more than probable he had, at this time, been ortho- 
dox ; and then, instead: of his present treatment, his 
faults would have been overlooked} the learning, he 
excels in, would have been extolled, | and no defect 
would have been found i:: other parts of it. He would 
have been cried up as an ornament of the age, and no 
preferment would have been denied or envied him. _ 
This you know to be the case with one of the new 
heretics ; the other* is so prudent in his’ conduct, that 
he comes under but a suspicion of favoring the same no- 
tions. How now is he treated? Prudence in him is 
as great acrime as the want of it in the other. The 
imprudent man is treated as a madman, and rank Arian; 
the prudent one is less a heretic, but more dangerous ; 
sobrius accessit ad evertendam ecclestum ; and therefore 
the greater alarm must be raised against him. And 
what has he done? Why, he has, witha great deal of 
pains, brought together, in the best “Manner he could, 
all the passages in the New Te pe relating to the 
doctrine of the trinity. And so fal work is what 
thosé, who differcfronf him, 2¢ pleased with, 
since he has brought the. materials together to enable 
men to form a right judgment of the question in dispute; 
and has put into their hands, if he be in the wrong, the’ 
best weapons against himself. But he has interpreted 
some texts in a manner that is not liked ; it is true, he 
has so; but not once, that I remember, has he giver? an 
interpretation that is purely of his own head. He 
brings great vouchers, and, if he errs, it is always in 
good company. This is his offence ; he has maintain- 
ed. with many others, particularly the Jate dean of St. 
Paul’s, in opposition to Sabellianism, that the three 
persons of the trinity are three real distinct beings ; 
and the belief of three really distinct beings perfectly 
equal he maintains with Dr. South to be. tritheism ; 
and, that there must therefore be a subordination.— 
Now whether this notion be right, or not; if he can- 
not escape ill treatment, give me leave to say, that, if 
your study should lead you into any opinion contrary 
to what is generally received, you can with no reason 
expect better quarter. He is a man, who has all the 
good qualities that can meet together to recommend 
him ; he is possessed of all the parts of learning that 
are valuable in a clergyman, in a degree that few pos- 
sess any single one ; he has joined to a good skill in 
the three learned languages a great compass of the 
best philosophy and mathematics; as appears by his 
Latin works ; and his English ones are such a proof of 
his own piety, and of his knowledge in divinity, and 
have done so much service to refigion, as would make 
any other man, that was not under the suspicion of 
heresy, secure the friendship and estcem of all good 
churchmen, especially of the clergy. And to all this 
piety and learning, and the good use that has been 
made of it, is added a temper happy beyond express- 
ion; a sweet, easy, modest; in offensive, obliging be- 


haviour adorns all his actions ; and no passion, vauity, 








* Dr. Samuel Clarke. 
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writes or says; and "yet these faults ate often inciden 
to the best men, in the freedom of conversation, and is 


_ writing against impertinéht and unreasonable adversa- 
ries, especially such as strike at the foundations of vir 


then réligion. ‘This is the leaPning, thfs the: tem< 
per of the man, whose study of the ‘ectiptures has We- 


and, because itihas, he must be blacked! and defamed! 
he must be worried out of the great and clear reputa: 
tion he is possessed of ; and he, that has so many shin- ' 
ing qualities, must be thiulted by every worthless 
wretch, as if he had as little learning and virtue as the 
lowest of those who are against him. “What protection 
now can you promise yourself from your virtue, when 
aman of such a character cannot be safe in his good | 
name? Whatever therefore you 40; be érthodox ; ‘or- 
thodoxy will coverg mmititude of sins, bata cloud of 


virtues cannot commabe pant of the minutest oo 
of orthodoxy. 


* It is ‘expected, no matter how unreasonably, that ‘ 
man should always adhere to the party he has oneé 
taken. It is the @pinion of the-world, that he is all his 
life bound by the subscriptions be made in his first . 
years; as ifa man were as wise at twenty-four, and 
knew as much of the scripture and antiquity, and 
could judge as well of them, as he can at fifty. And | 
yet, ifa man will be studying these things, he cannot ; 
be sure he shall continue a year together in the same 
sentiments ; and, if he should not, be must either stifle 
his persuasion, ibeian; the dictates of his conscienée, 
or be exposed to the worse treatment, to be called a 
renegado, a false brother, a heretic, or any thing that 
malice can suggest. 

(To be Continued.) 
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FOR THE, UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 


A Mistake. 


There is a piece in Z1on’s HERALD, 
which is headed as follows: 


“ Mr. ExreuAnLet CAse’s confession of faith as pub- 
lished in the Universalist Magazine, for July 12th, 
1823.” 


The writer proceeds to publish part of a letter which 
Mr. Case wrote to me, in which he informs me of a num- 
ber of particulars contained im the belief of Methodists 
which be does not believe, and two or three which he 
does believe. The writer then asks the following 
question; ‘“* Wherein does Mr. Case differ from a De- 
ist, in his articles of faith?” All that Mr, Case stated 
as his articles of faith, is the following ;* 1 believe in 
one God, and one Lord Jesus Christ, and that becaute 
he lives we shall live also.” 

Let me ask our brethren, of the Methodist sitio 
sion, whether they do not, all of them, profess to be- 
lieve all that _Br. Case here states that he believes? . 
I will further ask, if there be a christian in the world, 
who does not believe in one God, ard in one Lord Je- 
sus Christ, and that because he lives we shall live also? . 
Why should Br. Case be called a dest, by the. breth- 
ren with whom he has held communion. for a number 
of years, because he believes im God, in the Lord Je- 
sus Christ, and that we have life inhim?.Iknow of no 
other way for this mistake to have gotten into Zion’s 


of July 24th,- 











Herald, than by. means of that blindness and darkness ~ 
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which are the effects of an unréasonable and supersti- 
tious prejudice against the doctrine of Universal Grace, 
and Salvation by a Redeemer. 

This writer makes a handle of Br. Case’s words, 
where he says that he does not believe in supernatur- 
al conversions ; and goes on to insinuate that as he be- 
lieves in natural conversions, such conversions must be 
from one degree of wickedness to another. This ap- 
pears to me to indicate disingenuousness. It appears 
like a disposition to make the worst of a thing. Is 
there no such thing as a man’s being converted from 
wrong to right by natural. means? If there be not, 
and if we are sensible that we have not the controul 
of supernatural operations, then we have nothing to 
do in the great and glorious work of reforming men and 
of amending the habits of society. Why do our Metho- 
dist brethren preach, and exhort people to repent of 
their sins and do the works of righteousness? 1| pre- 
sume it is because they hope by such means that the 
wicked will be reformed. But do they believe that 
their preaching and exhortations are supernatural 
works? I presume not. Why then is Br, Case to be 
reprobated for not believing in supernatural conver- 
sions? 

Let charity abound in our hearts towards each other, 


. and we shall be cautious how we depise those who be- 


lieve in one Lord Jesus Christ, and who hope for life 
inhitn. Wishing well to Zion, and to Zion’s Herald, 
to my Methodist brethren, and to all men, I will en- 
tertain a hope that the foregoing mistake will be soon 
rectified in the paper where it was made. H. B. 
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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 





(LEeTrer 2.) 


Bellingham, , 1823. 
‘ko the Ministers and Members of 
THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 


Dear Brethren,—In my last | stated, that I should 
point out to you what I consider exceptionable in your 
articles of fait!: ; which I now proceed to do in as ten- 
der a manner as the nature of the subject will permit. 
1 commence with the doctrine of the Tarniry; not, 
however, because | think, in itself considered, it is of 
any great importance ; but because I conscientiously 
think it is the foundation on which. is built, the super- 





structure of vicarious atonement, the infinite eril of sin, 


total depravity, endless misery, and finally, all ihe ab- 
surditics of orthodozy. I know very well that it is a 
hackneyed subject ; and that all has been said for and 


* against it, that learning, experience, and ingenuity 


could invent. I know also that yon have very little 
charity for Unitarians as Christians ; and that reject- 
ing the doctrine of the TRiviry, will be sufficient, in 
your estimation, to brand me, not only with heresy, 
but infidelity itself. I have not the vanity to think 
that my views respecting the doctrine in question, are 
infallibly correct; but this I can say, they have been 
formed from a careful examination of the sacred writ- 
ings ; and that if the scriptures and my reason lead me 
astray, there is no remedy ; for I will suffer no man to 
think for me—I will believe nothing implicitly. 

I suppose all the arguments by which Trinitarians 
endeayor to prove that Christ is Jehovah, are ground- 
ed on the three following propositions: 2. He is the 
€reator and preserver of the universe; 2. He is enll- 
ed God by the sacred writers: 3. He is the object of 
religious worship. The above proprositions I shall no- 
‘tice in as brief a manner as possible. 1. He is the 
Creator, &c. Let me direct your attention to Proverbs 
vili, 22, to the 30th verse inclusive ; where Solo- 
mon personifies Wisdom; and makes it speak the 
Dliowing language: ‘+The Lord possessed me in 
the beginning of his way, before his works of old. 1 
was set up from everlasting, from the beginning or ever 
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the earth was. When there were no depths, I was like other men, with the exception of error: guile a, 
lbrought forth; when there were no fountains } being found in his lips. Do you think that Jehor 
abounding with water. Before the mountains were. was tempted as we are? Did he eat, drink, slew ans 
settled ; before the hills, wasI brought forth. While die? ff Jehovah did not ; and Jesus Christ 
as yet he had not made the earth, nor the fields, nor | Jesus Christ is not Jehovah, whether he be led 94 
the highest part of the dust of the world. When he jor not. Moses en, eA “A prophet thall the 
prepared the heavens, I was there: when he seta! Lord your God raise Up, @,unto me,» 
compass upon the face of the depth: When he estab- be Jehovah, how could Moses have the impudence ty 
lished the clouds above: when he strengthened the | say he should be like him? Did he compare the A} 
fountains of the deep: When he gave to the sea his | mighty to himself? Does this look like the meekners 
decree, that the waters should not pass his command- | of Moses? I think not. w 

ment: when he appointed the foundations of the earth. 3. Itis said that Christ is the object of religions wop. 
Then was I by him, as one brought up with him : and ship. Religious worship does not consist in bodily ex. 
I was daily his delight, rejoicing always before him.” ercise, nor in a mixture of awe and wonder; but ing 
Now turn to St. John’s Gospel i. 1, 2, 3, “¢ In the be-| spiritual communion of a soul with its Maker ; and ig 
ginning was the Word (or Logos, literally, Wis- | a subordinate sense, with other objects of its affection 
dom) and the Word (Wisdom) was with God and the | and gratitude. We love, adore, or worship God su- 
Word (Wisdom) was God. The same was in the be-| premely because he first loved us, and is the author of 
ginning with God, All things were made by him, (it, | all our enjoyments ; and we may love Christ with the 
Wisdom) and without him (it, Wisdom) was not any | same love, but not in the same degree, Weare com 
thing made that was made.” It will not be denied | manded to love our neighbor ; but it is not idolatry to 
that the Rabbins and Greek Philosophers used the love him in a subordinate sense. If we do not love 
term, Logos to designate ‘Visdom; and it can make | our brother whom we have seen; how can we love 
no difference with which it was original, as they used |God whom we have not seen, We ought to love 
it in the same sense. Now observe, Solomon makes | Christ as the immediate author, under God, of our ho 
Wisdom say: **The Lord possessed me in the begin- \ly religion; but Jehovah alone is worthy of our su- 
ning ;”’ and St. John says; ‘‘In the beginning was the |preme adoration. | have thus briefly noticed the 
World” (Wisdom.) Judge ye : Is it possible to avoid | three propositions on which are grounded the principal 
the conclusion that Solomon and St. John speak of the , arguments for the civinity of Christ ; aud if others can- 
same thing; and that it is simply an attribute of the not see as 1 do, I shall uot condemn them as 
Deity of which they speak ; instead of being a 2d per- , HERETICS. 

son in a TRINITY of Gods. The apostle says, ‘In him} As to the third person in the Truxrry, it appears to 
(Christ) dwell all the fullness of the Godhead bodily,”» ,; me to be nothing more or less than Trutsy, and the 
W'sdom being that attribute of the Deity by which he | operation of the Divine energy or power. The latter 
created and rules the universe, and by which the work ‘seems to be meant in the Ist of Genesis where it is 
of reconciliation was commenced, is going on, and will ' said that * the spirit of God moved upon the face of 
finally be consummated, is very properly called the | the waters ;’ and in Luke i. 35, where it is said, “the 
fullness of the Godhead; and\} cannot but think at Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the powerof 
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mind destitute of prejudice or prepossessions, would 


fullness of the Godhead mean the same thing and are 
used to express that attribute of the Deity by which he 
is directed in all his works. God created all things by 
the Logos it is true; but must we infer from hence 
that the man Chrisi Jesus created all things? certain- 
ly not ; for he had no personal existence till some thou- 
sand years after the worlds were made. An eternal 
principle dwelt in Christ, which St. John calls the 
word, and which the apostle calls the fullness of the 
Godhead ; and it is, probably, to this principle that he 
himself alludes when he says, “ It is not ] that do the 
‘works ; but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth 
the works.” I think it will appear obvious from the 
above remarks that God created the universe by Wis- 
dom ; and that the man Christ Jesus had nothing to do 
with creation; and that he never existed till he was 
conceived by Mary. 

2. It issaid that Christ is called God by the inspir- 
ed writers. Much stress has been laid on Isaiah ix. 6, 
/** For unto us a child is born,” &c. It is strange how 
any one, who bad the least knowledge of the highly 
figurative language of the Orientals, should have im- 
agimed that this rerse proved that Christ was the eter- 
nal Jehovah. If they had asked themselves, who 
should be called the everlasting Father, the answer 
would have been obvious :—a child. Would the pro- 
pet have insulted Jehovah by saying that he should be 
born ; and by giving him the title of Prince, Counsellor, 
Wonderful, &c. and by calling hima Caitp? David 
says in the 82d Psalm; ‘I have said ye are gods ;— 
and Jesus says, “if they were called gods; and the 
apostle, “there are gods many and lords many, but unto 
us there is one God and one Lord Jesus Christ.”»— 
Names do not alter things ; and whatever Christ micht 
have been called, it is plain that ** he was tempted. in 
all points as we are ;”” and that he was ignorant of the 
time when Jerusalem was to be destroyed ; and that 





he ate and drank, slept and awoke, lived and died 


immediately perceive that, Logos, Word, Wisdom and 


the Highest shall overshadow thee ;” but the formeris 
generally meant. Trutm being ‘a holy principle is 
very properly denominated, the Holy Spirit, or Spirit 
of God. St. John explains this subject and places it 
beyond a doubt. See his first general Epistle: iv. 1, 
2, 3, ** Beioved believe not every spirit, but try the 
spirits whether they be of God, (or God’s Spirits) be- 
cause many false prophets are gone out into the world, 
Hereby know we the spirit of God. Every spirit that 
confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of 
God: And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus 
Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and thisis 
that spirit of antichrist whereof ye have heard that it 
should come: and even now is it in the world.”— 
Those who confessed that Jesus Christ had come in 
the flesh, were guided by the Trurs, Hory Srimut, 
on Serrit or Gop; and those who denied it were not 
of God, but were lying spirits, spirits of darkness or 
antichrist. 1 have thus given you my views of the 
doctrine of the Truniry, which doctrine I verily think 
one of the most palpable absurdities ever invented by 
priests of believed by rational beings. The nature of 
this communication would not permit me to say mores 
It is alittle over a year since I began to doubt its truth ; 
soon after which I read with care, Elder Hedding’s 
sermon on the divinity of Christ ; which was published 
by the request of the Ne. Conference assembled at 
Bath, Me. 1822; and although I feel as much respect 
for his candor and abilities as I do for any man’s living ; 
and although I believe he has said all that can be said 
to prove that the Son is equal to the Father, and net 
only equal, but the Father himself; yet I must confess 
he has not removed my objections to the Tranrry. His 
sermon served to increase and confirm my doubls ; and! 
cannot think it can satisfy any candid inquirer after 
Trvetu ; whose mind-is not blinded by early prejudi- 
ces. The doctrine of the Trrvrry is acknowledged 
on all hands to be an incomprehensible ‘mys!ery and 
it is certain that it is contrary to every thing we s¢¢™® 
‘nature, and can only be supported by a few ambiguove 
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texts of scripture, in opposition to a multitude that are 
plain and explicit. God is expressly called Love, 
Power, &c. and by the same rule that wisdom is made 
alseparate person, all his attributes might be; and 
then we should have as many persons in the Godhead 
as the Deity has attributes. Moses said, “ the Lord 
your. God is one God ;” but if he had been a Trinita- 
rian, he would have anid the Lord your God, the Fath- 
er, Son and Holy Ghost, is one God. I cannot close 
without observing that you place too much emphasis on 
the word TriniTy, for if a man will but believe itinany 
form it will answer the purpose, and take away the 
reproach of infidelity. I think I shall be able in my 


_pext to close my objections to your creed. 


Yours in love, E. CASE. 


FOR THF. UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


Christian Register. 


My brother, the Editor of the Christian Register, 
has noticed in that paper of August Ist, the great a- 
larm, which a writer inthe Boston Recorder expresses 
at the prevalence of Universalism ; and although he, 
in heart and soul, unites his lamentations with those of 
eaid writer, on account of the spread of a doctrine so 
pernicious to the morals of society, he faces about di- 
rectly, his back towards the Universalists and his bold 
and imposing front tow ards the whole veteran phalanx 
of Calvinism, and charges his pious and holy brethren, 
of that long venerated order, of being the principal 
cause of this pernicious principle and of its fearful 


spread. : 
With great candor, however, ke does not impute 


this fault to the bad designs of our Calvinistic breth- 
ren, but allows them to be honest im their errors; and 
eyen condescends to intimate that Universalists may 
be allowed the same charity. But he is confident of} 
the following facts, as he evidently considers them, 
jst. That Calvinism has led people into the dangerous 
error of Universalism. 2d, That Universalism nater- 
ally tends to wickedness, and 3d. That what he calls 
iiberal christianity is calculated to prevent the preva- 
ience of this dangerous doctrine and to counteract its 
evils. 
raark weil reader, he has done this in genuine liberal 
style ; he has proved nothing, nor attempted to prove 
auy thing! This is the manner in which Universalism 
is traduced by its superstitious opposers. Why should 
this editor carry his reader nearly through two columns 
of his paper with aceusations against Calvinists on the 
one hand, and detraction of Universalists on the other, 
without favoring either of the accused with one slight 
argument to set them right? What have the Calvyin- 
ists maintained, which has at all promoted Universal- 
ism or given it countenance? 1 will give the answer: 
They have maintained, and will always be able to 
maintain, that our heavenly Father knew what he was 
doing when he created man, and that he created all 
those for a state of endless blessedness, who will final- 
ly enjoy such a state ; and that he designed all those 
for a state of endless suffering, who are finally to en- 
dure such a state. This is one grand point of Calvin- 
ism; and it is a fact, that no man, im the exercise of 
sound reason, who believes in divine revelation, will 
ever contradict this self-evident proposition. But how 
does this general proposition give support to Universal- 
ism? Answer; by no other rule of arguinent than that 
which is furnished and used by those Arminians, who 
style themselves liberal christians. They contend, 
that it is absurd to suppose that the all-merciful Crea- 
tor ever made any rational being for endless misery ; 
and they further contend that it is charging him with 
absolute cruelty to maintain such an opinion. And 
this the Universalists believe, on the same authority, 
the authority of divine revelation, and the testimony of 
reason, on which our Armiuian brethren found-and sup- 


port it. 


All this he asserts as his confident belief ; but, | 
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peg i al, had J ave it to all candid chri¥- 
tians to answer; which of the two, Calvinists or Ar- 
minians do the most towards maintaining and promot- 
ing Universalism ? 

The Arminians successfully contend, that the divine 
Creator designed all men for the enjoyment of holiness 
and happiness forever, that he still will the felicity of 
his whole creation, that he is using means to effect his 
will ; and the Calvinists as successfally argue that God 
** worketh all things after the counsel of his own will.” 
Now it is a plain fact, which any one may see, that if 
God designed all men for a state of holiness and hap- 
piness, and ifhe ever carry into effect his original de- 
sign, Universalism is as plain a truth as either of the 
propositions by which it stands proved. But which of 
these two propositions gives to Universalism the most 
support? The fact is, they. afford to the doctrine of 
Universal Salvation equal support. And nothing is 
plainer than that the Calvinist hasyas good a right to 
accuse those, who call themselves Wberal christians, of 
being the authors of the abominable doctrine of Uni- 
versalism, as the latter have to accuse the former of 
this wickedness! It isa remarkablecircumstance that 
the two enemies of the simple gospel of Jesus Christ 
should accuse each other of supporting the very. princi- 
ple which they are endeavoring to pull down! The 
Calvinists are so sanguine on this subject that they op- 
enly declare that these professed liberals are in fact 
Universalists, and that they should esteem them better 
if they were honest enough to confessit. Anditisalso 
a fact, that many of them have found out that their 
Calvinistic brethren are in the right, and acknowledge 
that they do not believe in the unmerciful doctrine of 
endless punishment. See Rev. Mr. Walker’s declara- 
tion, as follows :—“ If by * everlasting punishment? is 
meant ‘ the proper eternity of hell-torments,’ it is a 
doctrine which most Unitarians of the present day con- 
cur in rejecting ; some understanding, by that ‘ eyer- 
lasting destruction’ to which the wicked are to be con- 
signed, an absolute annihilation ; {hers conceiving of 
their sufferings as consequential, and indefinite as to 
their duration ; and others, that all punishment will be 
remedial, and will end at last in a Universal Restora- 
lion to goodness and happiness.” 

But the Editor of the Christian Register seems anx- 
iously coneerned about the evil consequences, to the 
morals of society, which he so clearly sees will, result 
from a belief that we are not to be punished in another 
world for the wrongs we do in this. He is confident | 
that such a belief naturally tends to vice ; but he does 
not condescend to show wherein, it can thus tend to 
vitiate our morals. He is charitable enough to sup- 
pose, that we who maintain this dangerous doctrine 
are, ourselves, ignorant of its moral consequences. | 
must, therefore, be permitted to ask him, how it should 
happen that he, who does not believe this doctrine, 
should be any better acquainted with its moral effects 
than I am, who came into this happy belief in youth, 
and whose head is now covered with the evidences og 
age? | 

I was told in my youth of the immoral tendency of 
my doctrine ; | was told that if children were brought 
up without the fear of hell, in a future world, they 
would become the most abandoned characters-Thanks 
be to God, I have out lived the deception. God has 
blessed me with a numerous family; and 1am confi- 
dent that 1 never intimated to one of my children that 
punishment awaited them in the future world for the 
wrongs they should commit in this; nor, do I believe 
that any of them can say, that they have shunned the 
evil practices in which too many youths have indulged, 
because the thought of future torment repelled them. 

I have another question to ask this Editor, viz. If 
he supposes that I am ignorant of the moral tendency 
of my doctrine, why has. he neglected to point it out ? 
He only tells me what a thousand ignorant, supersti- 
tious people have told me long ago—Why does he not 





point out particulars? In a word, why does he not 











aow what connexion there is | 

love of virtue and the fear of Aorinent in a future 
world? Ifhe has a wife, and family of children, I re- 
quest }im to show to them, that he loves them, pro- 
vides for their wants, and refrains from murdering 
them, because he fears the torments of hell hereafter ! 
I demand of him, and I have a right to, to show me, 
not merely assert it, how it is that the fear of hell in 
the future world, now makes him and keeps him an 
honest man, alover of God, anda goodchristian. H.B. 


FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


A Dialogue between a D. D. and 
AN OLD LADY. 


The following dialogue will serve to show the- 
strength of the arguments which learned men use to 
disprove the doctrine of Universal Grace and Sal- 
vation. 


In a town in the vicinity of this city lives a celebrat- 
ed D. D. who has great possessions, and whose oppo- 
sition to Universalism is notorious. In his parish there 
is a lady, who has lived several years since she was 
three seore and ten, and against whose faith in un- 
limited salvation the gates of hell never yet have pre- 
vailed. She is possessed of a good degree of discern- 
ment, and a zeal equally distant from the apathy of in- 
difference and the heat and wildness of fanaticism.— 
Some few years since this respectable old lady was af- 
pflicted with a rheumatic complaint, which confined her 
to her chamber nearly a whole winter. The Dr, 
‘knew she was a believer in the salvation of all man- 
kind by Jesus Christ, and neglected to call upon her, 
until about the time she began to recover, when he 
very justly thought it his duty to visit her. While in 
her presence, he said something very indirectly against 
Universalism, perhaps that it was licentiowS, or un- 
scriptural, and then added that he could not be- 
lieve it. 

“* Can you not,” said the.old lady, “ can you not, 
Dr. believe the promises which God made to Abraham, 
and confirmed to Isaac, and Jacob ?” 

‘* You abuse your Bible, you abuse your Bible,* 
said he; “ these promises relate only to the gift of 
Canaan to the Jews,” 

‘“* Well Dr.” said the old lady, “ can you not be- 
lieve the gracious prophecies contained in the scrip- 
tures, in which it is said that, all the nations God has 
made shall come and worship before him, and that evy- 
ery knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear?” 

‘“ Ah!” said the Dr. “there is the 25th of Mat- 
thew—if you can get over that, I know not what you 
can’t do.” 

‘* Well Dr.” rejoined the lady, ‘‘can you not belicve 
our Saviour, who said he came to save the world, os 
Paul, who said God will have all men to be saved ?” 

The Dr. arose, and lifting up one of his arms said, 
++ You abuse your Bible. I would prefer rather to 
have this arm cut off, than that either of my children 
should believe that doctrine.”* 

The Dr.%s opposition still continues. He labors 
aga*.st Universalism in the pulpit, probably with like 
arguments, and the same steady reference to the sub- 
ject. He cannot think that sinners will be saved. 

The feregomg shews us what success learning and 
piety (alias self-conceit and hypocrisy) meet with, 
when they attempt to oppose Universalism. 

ES 

Universalists.—A writer in the (N.Y.) “ Gospel Her- 
ald,” states that there are now eight periodical publi- 
cations devoted to the interests of ‘this denemination in 
the United States—4 in New-England—1 ‘in Philade)- 
phia, and 3im the State of New-Y ork—*t not less than 
10,000 copics of the different papers are subscribed for, 
and i in constant circulation”’—probably thousands more 
are distributed gratuitously—‘* there is no state, dis- 
trict, or section of country where they are not more or 
less known and réad.” ‘The Universalists have about 
120 preachers. ‘They have about 200 separate Socie- 
ties ip the United States, of which 70 are im the State 





of New-York. 
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ete ween areneweretee 


a covert from the tempest; as rivers of waler in @ 
dry place ; as the shadow of @ great rock in a weary 


Jand.—IsAtAH XK¥IE. 2% 


When stern Misfortune’s tempests rise, 
And roar through all the darken‘d skies, 
Where shall the jonely pilgrim gain 
A sheltér froin the wind and rain ? 


Pve felt the heavy torrent, shed 
Cold and whsparing on my head ; 
And yet T found a Refuge near, 
From beating storms and ev'ry fear. 


°T was in the covert of thy grace, 

My Lord, I found a Hiding-place, 
Where unconcern’d | heard the sound, 
Though storm and tentpest rag’d around. 


When wand’ring o’er the desert bare 
Of burning sands and sultry air, 
My soul has sought the region through, 
But found no stream to meet my view ; 


*T was then, the Rivers of thy Love, 
Descending from thy throne above, 
Suppli’d my wants, and sooth’d my pain, 
And rais’d my fainting soul again. 


When ima weary land I tire, 
And all my nerveless pow’rs expire, 
With toil, and care, and heat opprest, 
Where shall my languid spirit rest ? 


Oh! who could bear the blasting ray, 
And all the burden of the day, 
Did not a Rock in Zion stand, 


O’ershading all this weary land? Marcus, 
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To my Friend in Baltimore. 


Dear Sir,—As the Editors of the Universalist Maga- 
zine think that to publish the pamphlet, entitled ‘*The 
return of the Jews and the second advent of our Lord,” 
&c. would not be acceptable to our readers, I have 
thought it my duty to make some remarks on a short 
sentence in the 4th Essay of that work, as a return for 


* your civility and friendship. 


The sentence on which! wish to remark, is the fol- 
lowing ; ** Our Saviour instructed his disciples, saying, 
When these things begin to come to pass, then (asa 
nation) look up, and lift up your heads; for your re- 
demption draweth nigh; and by the siege under Ti- 
tus, their dispersion was consummated.” 

The words, *‘ as a nation,” which are enclo:ed ina 
parenthesis, I particularly notice. It must be allow- 
ed, that if the general exposition of the author be cor- 
rect, he needed to insert these words ; but on the other 
hand, if it be a manifest absurdity, and pervertion of 
our Lord’s meaning, to insert these words, then the 
general theme of the author falls to the ground, with- 
out remedy. 

My object now is, to make it appear, to your under- 
stanuimg, and to every candid mind, that it isa most 
unwarranted exposition of our Saviour’s meaning, 
which is maintained by the insertion of the words, ‘‘as 
anation.” I lay it down asa fact, that Jesus was not 
speaking to the Jews as a nation, but to his own disci- 
ples, as disciples, and this alone, and in private. See 

Mat. xxiv. 3, ** And as he sat upon the mount of Ol- 
ives, the disciples came unto him privately, saying, tel] 
us, when shall these things be ? And whet shall be the 






UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 


“| sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world??? The 


answer of thé Saviour follows; ** And Jesus answered 
and said mito them, take heed that no man deceive 
you.” Now did Jesus mean to say to his disciples, 
| here alone and in private, let no man deceive you as 4 


' 


as a hiding-place from the vind; and. nation ‘two thousand years hence? Sir, 1 do not ber 


lieve that candor can allow this. See verse 9, “Then 
shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill 
you: and ye shall be hated of all nations for my name’s 


‘cake Who will undertake to maintain, that Jesus 


here meant; that'thé Jews, as a nation, should be de- 
livered up to be afflicted, should be killed, and hated 
of all nations for the name of Jesus, two thousand years 
after that time? JI mention two thousand years, as a 
round iiumber, not to be particular. It is now nearly 
eighteen hundred. See verse 15, &c. “ When ye, 
therefore, shall see the abomination of desolation, 
spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place 
—then let them that be in Judea flee into the moun- 
tains.” This, my dear Sir, could not mean, that the 
Jews, as a nation, two'thousand years after that time, 
should flee into the mountains on seeing the above 
mentioned abomination. See verse 20, ‘ But pray ye 
that your flight be not in the winter, neither on the 
sabbath day.”? Whose flight did Jesus here speak of ? 
The flight ofthe Jewsas'a nation, in what is now some 
future time ? No; He spake of the flight of his disci- 
ples. See the account which St. Luke gives of the 
same conversation of the Saviour. Chapt. xxi. 12, &c. 
*« But before all these they shall lay their hands on 
you, and persecute you, delivering you up to the syna- 
gogues, and into prisons, being brought before kings 
and rulers for my name’s sake. And it shall turn to 
you for a testimony: Settle it, therefore, in your 
hearts, not to meditate before what ye shall answer ; 
for I will give you a mouth and wisdom, which all 
your adversaries shall not be able to gainsay nor re- 
sist. And ye shall be betrayed both by parents, and 
brethren, and kinsfolks, and friends; and some of you 
shall they cause to bé put todeath. And ye shall be 
hated of all men for my name’s sake. But there shall 
not an hair of your head perish. In your patience pos- 
sess your souls. And when ye shall see Jerusalem 
compassed with armies, then know, that the desolation 
thereof is nigh. Then let them that are in Judea flee 
to the mountains,’ &c.&c. It is not necessary for 
me to point out the absurdity of supposing that Jesus 
was here addressing himself to the Jews, as a nation ; 
for this absurdity is perfectly obvious in every particu- 
lar of what the Saviour said. Verse 28, ‘* And when 
these things begin to come to pass, then look up, and 
lift up your heads ; for your redemption draweth nigh.” 
Here, my dear friend, I remark, that there is no more 
propriety in supposing that Jesus was here speaking to 
the Jews, as a nation, than there is, that he spake to 
the Jews, as a nation, in all the other instances which 
I have quoted ; and indeed, in every instance in which 
he spake to his disciples, in the whole“of his ministry. 
And that the divine teacher was not speaking of an 
event which should take place some two thousand 
years or more after that time, and the days of his dis- 
ciples, is clearly seen by the very next words which he 
added; ‘* And he spake to them,” that is his disciples, 
‘a parable; behold the fig tree, and all the trees; 
when they now shoot forth, ye see and know of your 
own selves that summer is now nighathand. So like- 
wise ye, when ye see these things come to pass, know 
ye that the kingdom of God is nigh at hand. Verily I 
say, unto you, this generation shall not pass away till all 
be fulfilled.”” Surely there is not a more evident fact 
in all the scriptures, than the fact, that Jesus assured 
his disciples, that they should live to see the full ac- 
complishment of the things concerning which he was 
speaking. 

To say, as does the author of “ The return of the 
Jews,” &c. that when Jesus said; “ This generation 
shall not pass away till all these things be. fulfilled,” 
‘he meant that the Jews, asa nation, should not become 























extinet anti) all those things ¢hou ¢ 
in my “amble opinion, really, unaccount i 
did Jesus speak a parable, in which be repres ry 
the nearness of events by. the nearness of sumo, 

the time of the shooting forth of the buds of arin: 


when all he meant was, that some two thousand 7" 


a? 


hence, the Jews, es amation, will see certair 





which they may be certain, that pm os 
will. be accomplished,. no mortal knows ee bj 
some time before they, a? a nation, shall a: 
tinct ! r 

I need only add, dear Sir, that it is not FRE 


« . 


here to show, what I have already published, that Jee 


sus uniformly confined the time of his : g lore. 
ward men according to their works, to the life tiene of 
|his disciples. Yours affectionately. as. HB 
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—— 
Guiversalist PRagasine. 


Boston, Saturday, August 16, 1823, 








An Orthodox Story, 


A No. of the *“* FARMER’s CABINET.” a , 
AN ; CARINE er pubs 
lished in Amherst, N. H. was latel ‘dent pfs talniag 
the following: Te 


_ “ Interesting Facts.—In a pudlic address at the Meet 
ing of the Maine Missionary Society, it was stated that 
a pious female instructer had taught her pupils 
Lord’s Prayer, and that they must pray to Jesus Christ. 
A little girl was seriously affected with the subject 
and being ignorant of the nature of prayer applied to 
her mother to instruct her. The mother being also 
‘ignorant had recourse to the instructer for information 
}and wished to know who Jesus Christ was, not. recol- 
lecting that she had ever heard the name of Jesus 
Christ until she heard it from the mouth of ..er daugh- 
ter.—-This extreme ignorance is accounted for by the 
fact, that the woman was brought up in a family -f 
Unirersalists.” : 

This story was firs! published at Portland, Me. in the 
** Christian Mirror,” of July 11th by Mr. Rand, the 
editor of that paper. In the ** Christian Intelligencer” 
of July 19th, the Rev. Mr. Streeter made a most ur- 
gent demand on the editor of the “* Mirror” forthe au- 
thority for his story. In the course of his remarks, Mr. 
Streeter said, “* We hesitate not to adventure our lib- 
erty and all we hold dear in time, that the editor of 
the Mirror cannot prove the story he has related. Let 
him answer only ‘hree questions, viz : What is the 
name of the Rer. Trustee who related this interesting 
fact? In what town does this mother of a family, of 
more than savage ignorance, reside 2 What is her name? 
If he values his reputation, he will spare no pains to 
answer these questions.” But, notwithstanding the 
urgency of Mr. Streeter’s demand, and the manifest 
obligation of Mr. Rand to comply with it, Mr. Rand 
does not yet see fit to inform us whe told the story at 
the-Missionary meeting ; nor what was the woman's 
name, nor in what town she lived ! 

But it is certainly high time that he either does it, 
or else recalls his story. He sees that it is already co- 
pied into another paper, and into how many more we 
know not. It was published for no other purpose 
than to prejudice the minds of the people against Uni- 
versalists ; and he who published it, cannot be inform- 
ed that there are many prepared to receive it with ex- 
ultation, notwithstanding the manifestness of its false- 
hood or misrepresentation. That it is false, we are a6 
confident as Mr. Streeter ; for it is morally impossible 
| that there isa woman (ofcommon sense) brought up 
in a family of Unirersalists, who does wtot recollect of 
ever having heard the name of Jesus Christ. 

Will Mr. Rand attend to this affair soon, and an- 
swer Mr. Streeter’s demand ? Or will he just give us 
the name of the Trustee who told the story in the Mix 


sionary meeting ? EDITORS. 
—=— 











DIED, 
In this city, on the 25th ult. Mr Natbaniel Greet 
wood, aged 91. 











